
 

 

Mt. Cutler Trails (2021 July)        Hiram, Maine
   From the bridge over the Saco River in Hiram, the front 
ledges of Mt. Cutler rise high above the village. 
  Above those ledges, what appears to be the summit of 
the mountain is only the end of a long ridge extending 
more than a half mile to the west. Trails to the ledges and 
beyond all start from the village and also from the Hiram 
Hill Road, a half mile further north on the Pequawket 
Trail highway (State routes 5 & 113).

Trail heads:  North Trail (N on the map) starts on the 
Hiram Hill Road (HHR). From the Saco River Bridge in 
Hiram, drive 0.6 mile north on Pequawket Trl (Rt. 5/113).
HHR is on the left just before the bridge over Red Mill 
Brook. Signs “MT CUTLER HIKING TRAILS PARKING,” have 
arrows pointing to the turn on to the Hiram Hill Road.

  Starting up the HHR, cross the railroad tracks and look 
up the road; the Parking Area is on the left, where the 
road curves uphill to the right. North Trail starts at the 
entrance to the parking area. Look for blue-painted blazes 
marking the trail. You will also see a well-house in the 
woods near the road and trail. (Avoid the well; this is a 
private water supply that is still in service.) Moraine 
Trail Link starts on the opposite side of the parking area.

NW Trail (at O on the map) is 0.3 mile further up the 
HHR past the Parking Area for North Trail. Watch for the
short plank bridge, the trail sign, and white paint blazes. 
Parking at road side here is rough and very limited.

Moraine Trail. (at M on the map). From the RR crossing 
of Hiram Hill Road, walk 1/6 mile south on the RR. A 
trail sign shows the start of this trail, marked with white 
paint blazes. You can also reach Moraine Trail using the 
yellow-blaze Link trail from the HHR parking area (at N).

Barnes Trail, the
original trail on Mt.
Cutler, starts at the
site of the old Maine
Central Railroad Hiram Depot (P on the map). At the 
west end of the Saco River Bridge, start south on River 
Road, then immediately turn right on Mountain View 
Avenue. Where the avenue turns nearest to the mountain, 
cross the first set of railroad tracks, and park in the area 
between the tracks. There is a kiosk. A sign, “MT CUTLER 

TRAILS,” is across the tracks, south of the parking area. 
The trail is marked by red-painted blazes on trees and 
rocks and, on ledge areas, with rock cairns.

Snowmobile Trail access.  The Snowmobile Trail also 
starts at the Barnes Trail parking area.  A short distance 
up hill beyond the railroad tracks, the two trails diverge. 
Snowmobile Trail continues straight ahead (south), while 
Barnes Trail turns right to enter Merrill Park.

No Other Access Points!  The four trail heads named 
above are the only allowed trail access points! Although 
the Snowmobile Trail (H) continues south, do not seek 
other access to trails from either the River Road or the 
Douglas Road.  Land owners want you at the trail heads!
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This map is a general description of trails on and near Mt. Cutler. The map does not locate trails with GPS accuracy, but the map does
give a good summary of landmarks, trail routes and junctions. Trail descriptions give details not clearly shown in the map. Note that 
some man-made features on this map have changed since 1964.  Some changes:  the Saco River Bridge was replaced (as shown in 
this edited map), many new homes (not shown) were also built on the Hiram Hill Road, and 2 homes built near the Snowmobile Trail.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
   Some visitors ask why the trails do not continue to the true summit of Mt Cutler (Shown as “X 1232” on the map). 
The reason is that much of this mountain is on private property. For many trails, the land owners have given permission 
for the trail development. The owners of the land at the true summit have also given permission for developing trails in 
that area.  Although a new trail has not yet been marked, you are free to find your own way to this highest summit. 
There is a good view from western ledges of this peak.
   The Mt Cutler Park and Conservation Area is 173 acres of public park owned by the Town of Hiram. This includes 
most of the Main Ridge of the mountain from A to E on the map and most of the north slope areas. Merrill Park (G) is 
25 acres of public land adjacent to the Mt Cutler Park. Together the two parks provide about 200 acres for public use.
   Please be thankful for ALL private land-owners who also allow you to have access for hiking, hunting, and sight-
seeing on other lands on and around Mt Cutler. Be considerate of these land-owners: Whatever you carry in, please also
carry out. Also, please do not try to use any other access to the trail system except the trail heads through Merrill Park 
(G) and near or on the Hiram Hill Road (M or N or O ). Access from River Road, Douglas Road, and Richardson Road 
should be used ONLY for emergencies such as rescue from injuries or for fire-fighting.


